
 
 
  
                     June 19th, 2008  
  
Dear Parents & Guardians,  
  
 I am so excited that your child has joined me in our summer adventure together! My hope for 
this project is to continue the focus of our Reading & Writing Community- building strong, 
critical, passionate readers and writers.  There are ten week’s worth of activities in this packet.  
The students will need to complete AT LEAST FIVE of the weeks in both the reading and 
writing areas to receive their 7th Grade Survival Pack from me before they to  school in 
September.  As the students will be entering MEMS, they can snail mail or email the 
packets/copies of their entries to me at the end of August.  I will then 
mail them their survival kits!  
         Doing these activities provide you and your child the opportunity 
to open that window of discussion about reading and writing. Here are 
some pointers and thoughts for you as you approach this area with 
your child:  
  
1. PLEASE DO NOT have the students correct what they have in their 
Writer’s Notebook. I am not looking for spelling or grammar perfection. 
I am looking for what they have to say and how they are connecting 
meaning, thoughts, and opinions. Spelling can be worked on 
throughout the year.  However, encourage them to use new 
vocabulary! 
2. Provide opportunities to discuss the books your child is reading this summer. Ask them why 
they picked it, what they think about the story, parts they love, parts they don’t. Become their 
partner in reading and writing this summer. 
3. After each activity they do, please initial the activity they have done. It will help me when they 
mail it in at the end of August. 
4. Students must do both Reading & Writing activities in order to have one week completed (i.e., 
They may not complete ten week’s worth of writing activities and no reading activities if they 
would like to receive the Survival Pack since I want to be sure they are reading and writing this 
summer.)  Please initial each activity after your child completes it. 
 
 
Again, thank you for supporting and encouraging your child to be the best student they can be!   
Take care and have a great summer!   
  
                     Sincerely,   
            Ms. Mulhern 
            Sixth Grade Teacher 
 
  
 



 

What I’ve Read This Summer 
 
-Write the names of each book, newspaper, or magazine article you read.   
-Write the name of the author, illustrator (if there is one).  
-Write when you read each text.  
-Write whether what you read was fiction, nonfiction, or poetry.  
-Write why you liked or didn’t like what you read.  
  
  
Title Author Date 

Read 
Genre I liked/didn’t like 

what I read 
because… 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

 
         
  

 



 
Learning: Metamorphosis! 

Ms. Mulhern’s Journey to 7th Grade Packet 
  
Welcome adventure seekers!  I am very excited that you have decided 
to join me on our summer learning journey!   
  
This adventure packet will keep you fresh and ready for your next big 
adventure: 7th GRADE!  
  
Each adventure (week) is divided into reading and writing activities. 
Your mission, if you choose to accept it, is that you MUST complete 
50% of your adventures  (i.e., five week’s worth of Reading and Writing 
Activities) to receive a SEVENTH GRADE SURVIVAL PACK!   
  
The adventures can begin on JUNE 23RD.    
  
You will get your 7th Grade Survival Pack after mailing (or emailing) 
your completed packet to me during August.  I will then mail you your 
7th grade survival kit! 
  
Let your summer take you on an amazing journey.   This year we learned 
about the metamorphosis and journey of the monarch butterfly.  You 
are about to embark on your own metamorphosis- from 6th grader to 7th 
grader! 
  
If you’d like to write to me, then please send mail to me at: 
 
Miss Mulhern 
 
 
 
  
 



 
 
Week One: The Journey Begins! 
Hold on tight travelers, you are about to go on a summer journey of learning! You have several choices of 
missions to complete this week. Keep your summer writer’s notebooks close to you!  You might find 
some inspiration growing around you to catch in your notebook! Good luck and let the journey begin!!!   
  
Writer’s Activity Choice Week One (pick one & put your initials):  
  

• Draw a picture of the outside just as it is that day. Put it in your writer’s notebook. Color it and be 
detailed. Keep an eye on the details, just as a writer would. Date it and save it!  You will do this 
again in week five.  (Initial here, _______, if you select this option.)   

  
• If you have colored pencils or paint, draw a picture of an outside summer object on the sidewalk. 

(i.e.; beach ball, basketball, flower, water can, etc) Have an adult take a picture of it and develop 
it. Tape or glue it in your writer’s notebook and write about it. BE CREATIVE!   (Initial here, 
_______, if you select this option.)  

  
• Go outside and sit. Close your eyes and listen carefully. Make a list (you know that writers LOVE 

lists) of all the things YOU HEAR!!! Do this for a couple of minutes. Take the sounds and words 
you heard and create one or two poems!  Do this for a day or two. It will be great!! (Initial here, 
_______, if you select this option.)  

  
• Writers write! They write everyday whether it is a long entry, a small quote, what someone said, or 

a short idea! During this week, you will make an entry for each day.   (Initial here, _______, if 
you select this option.)  

  
Remember:  Living a writer’s life will only make you a stronger writer.  I can’t wait to see how much you have 
grown in your writing! YOU GUYS ARE WRITING ROCK STARS!!!  
  
 Reader’s Activity Choices Week One: (pick one & initial it):  
  

• Read the WEEK ONE POEM several times. In your Writer’s Notebook write the poems title down 
and draw a picture of what you are visualizing in your head (that mental movie maker). Try and 
be very detailed. On another page, write a paragraph explaining why you drew that picture. What 
words popped out as a reader and writer? How did the poem make you feel?  What do you think 
the poet meant? Please explain.  (Initial here, _______, if you select this option.)  

 
• Read the short story labeled WEEK ONE. Underline all of the important information and then pick 

a response activity to go along with it. BE CREATIVE AND HAVE FUN WITH THIS ONE!  
(Initial here, _______, if you select this option.)  

 
• Pick a book that is “just right” for you! Read 40 minutes and then email me telling me the 

following features of the book:  Title  - Author - What page you are on- Why you picked 
the book -Questions you have - Great words that are interesting or confusing.  

 ** My email address is thereadingzone@gmail.com  (Initial here, _______, if you select this 
option.)  
  
Reading is a wonderful journey! It can take you places; you can meet new people, and learn more about the world! I 
am so excited you are on this adventure. Dive into that pile of books; look at your summer reading plan and all those 
books you kept putting off until you had more time.  Have fun!  



  
Week Two: Investigating the World Around You! 
We are now on our next journey, adventure seekers. 
This week you will need to do some exploring.  
Don’t worry! You needn’t go far- the back or front yard, the park, or the lake will do. Do some 
investigating this week- look for those tiny things that we take for granted. Look deeper and closer than 
you have ever before!  
  
Writer’s Activity Choices: Week Two (pick one and initial):  
  

• Go in your back or front yard or to a local park. Pick up a small flower, rock, blade of grass, leaf, 
stick, or some natural object that we often see a lot of.  In your W.N. draw that object as if it is 
under a HUGE MAGNIFING GLASS!  Be detailed with every knick, color, or strand it may 
have. Somewhere on the page make a list of words that describe what you are seeing, feeling, 
smelling, or possibly may be hearing!  (Initial here, _______, if you select this option.)  

 
• In your W.N. make an entry that describes a place that you think would be the PERFECT place to 

live. Make sure you tell about what it looks like, things to do there, and people or animals that 
live there. You may make a name for that “perfect” place or if it is a place that you have already 
been to.  (Initial here, _______, if you select this option.)  

 
• With an adult, get on line and find a world map. After you have done that make a list of all the 

interesting names you could find. Pick a name and write a short story about living there in your 
W.N.!  (Initial here, _______, if you select this option.)  

 
• By now, you should be able to pull up a rock and find many different bugs underneath things. Find 

a bug and watch it what it does and how it looks. In your W.N. make a poem from these 
observations. You can even draw the bug!!!  (Initial here, _______, if you select this option.)  

  
Being a writer means exploring what is around you that may big or small. When we start to notice the tiny 
things in life, we create a bigger picture in our minds. We start to live through a writer’s eye!  
  
Reader’s Activity Choices Week Two (pick one and initial):  
  

• With an adult, go to the library or get on line.  Look up a place that you have never heard of or 
would like to go. In your W.N.B make of list of all the interesting things that you have found 
about this place. These interesting things could be historical facts, landmarks, places or people 
who are famous and are from there, etc.  (Initial here, _______, if you select this option.)  

 
• Find the WEEK TWO story page. Read the story and pick a response activity to do.  (Initial here, 

_______, if you select this option.)  
 

• Read 45 minutes in a book that you have been working on. After you have read it, email Ms. 
Mulhern with the following up-dates:  (Initial here, _______, if you select this option.)  

           -Title & author, Page you are on, Short summary of what’s going on.   
           -If you could be one of the characters, who would it be and why?    
           -What is going on that you think is most important right now?  
  
MS. MULHERN’S E-MAIL ADDRESS IS: thereadingzone@gmail.com.  (If you don’t have e-mail 
access, then you may send me a letter.)  
  
 



 
Week Three: Your Mentor! 
Unless you lived under a rock all year long, you know that I love to read!  One of my new writing 
mentors is Lesley M.M. Blume. Her books are poetic, dynamic, and always amaze me.  I shared 
Tennyson with you earlier in the year, after I was lucky enough to hear Ms. Blume speak at a workshop..  
I hope your week is one of adventure and exploration as you find that person who inspires you!  
  
Writer’s Activity Choices Week Three (pick one & initial):  

• Make a list of people who you look up to. Go over this list several times. What about the people 
you listed made them role models? What qualities do you like about them? Make an entry in your 
WN and make sure you date and title it.  (Initial here, _______, if you select this option.)  

 
• Go to the library and find an author that you think would be a good mentor for your writing. Check 

the book out and write down the title, the author, and all the qualities of writing that you like 
about that author.   (Initial here, _______, if you select this option.)  

 
• Interview a parent, a grandparent, or a family member. Ask them the following questions & reflect 

on your conversation.  (Initial here, _______, if you select this option.)  
 -Who was your role model growing up?  
 -What characteristics did they have that you thought were important?  
 -What do you think are important aspects of a role model?  
  
 
Reader’s Activity Choices Week Three (pick one & initial):  

• Read your novel for 45 minutes. E-mail me the following thoughts: 
 - What do you think about the story so far? BE SPECIFIC. 
 -What do find interesting or unusual about the characters?  
      EMAIL ME AT thereadingzone@gmail.com or send me a letter. (Initial here, _______, if 
 you select this option.) 
 

• Write a letter (or email) to the author of a book you read this year, giving your thoughts, ideas, and 
opinions about the story. Make sure that you support your thoughts with evidence from the text. I 
can help you find the author’s address or email!  (Initial here, _______, if you select this option.)  

 
• Complete one of the Reading Response Activities listed at the end of this packet.  (Initial here, 

_______, if you select this option.)  
 

• Get three or four picture books by the same author from the library. Use the AUTHOR STUDY 
DATA TABLE to really dive into the author’s work & answer the questions.  (Initial here, 
_______, if you select this option.)  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading is more than finishing a book. Reading is about living that book, understanding the ideas, meaning, and 
thoughts beyond the pages. Thinking deeper and challenging your mind- THAT IS WHAT READING IS!   
  
 
 



Author  Study  Data  Tab le  
 
  
Author: Book Title #1: Book Title #2: Book Title #3: Book Title #4: 

Setting     

Main  
Characters     
 

    

Secondary  
Characters  
     
 

    

Problem     

Resolution     

Illustrations  
(type/feeling  
they provoke) 

    

 
     



Week Four: Reading & Writing Go Hand In Hand!  
  
This year, we have talked about reading like a writer and reading passionately and critically. I think what 
we have come to learn is that reading and writing go hand in hand. You can’t have one with out the other! 
This week, you are challenged to connect to this idea. The adventures are in one category, and you only 
have to do one activity.  
 
THIS WEEK IS A CHALLENGE & I AM SO EXCITED THAT YOU ARE GROWING THIS 
SUMMER!!!  
  
Challenge: This week I want you to get SEVERAL PICTURE BOOKS BY THE SAME AUTHOR!!!!!! 
(You may have to go to the library.) During the week I want you to do the following in your WRITER’S 
NOTEBOOK:  
 

o Write down the AUTHOR & all the TITLES  
 

o Before you read write about what you notice about the covers and some (like the first two-three 
pages).  

 
o Read the books as a reader. (ENJOY THEM!) 

 
o After you are done, pick up the book now and look at it as a writer. Jot down the following 

thoughts:  
 
  *What are some of the things you noticed as a writer?  
  *Where their any repeating phrases, words, lines?  
  *Where the illustrations similar? Did they have a pattern?  
  *What did you find interesting? Confusing? Different?  
  *Was there anything that connected these books together because of the authors writing?  
  (REMEMBER IT DOESN’T have to be just the words, but the  theme, ideas, etc)   
        * After you are done, tell me what you enjoyed about this author’s work. Why?  
   
 
 
(Initial here, _______, if you did this week’s challenge – there are no “options”  this week.)   
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading and writing go together, hand in hand.  Readers are writers and writers 

are readers! 
  
  
  
  
 
 
 



Week Five: Genre Crazy!!!  
  
This year, you all set a goal to read one book from each genre, and most of you accomplished that goal.  
This week will lead you on a GENRE ADVENTURE! You will look at different pieces of literature and 
see the beauty in all of them! GOOD LUCK MY ADVENTURE SEEKERS!  
  
  
Writer’s Activity Choices Week Five (pick one & put your initials):  
 

• Pick one genre of writing: realistic fiction, personal narrative, poetry, persuasive, etc. In your 
WRITER’S NOTEBOOK, work on a piece of writing from that genre.  Try a first draft, then 
revise! (Initial here, _______, if you select this option.)  

 
• In your WRITER’S NOTEBOOK, make several lists comparing how each type of writing is similar 

and different. Why are each so important and what are the purposes of each type of writing? 
(Initial here, _______, if you select this option.)  

 
• Pick a writing genre and make a small entry everyday this week about that genre.  (Initial here, 

_______, if you select this option.)  
  
  
 
 
Reader’s Activity Choices Week Five(pick one & put your initials):  
 

• Pick a genre this week to read. In your Writer’s Notebook, write down the following: BOOK 
 TITLE, GENRE. Write down some of your thoughts about the genre. Make sure that you are 
 VERY SPECIFIC and detailed!  (Initial here, _______, if you select this option.)  
 

• Read a book from any genre and email me a letter essay about your novel.  (Initial here, _______, if 
you select this option.)  

 
•  Read a book from any genre and choose one of the reader’s response activities at the end of this 

packet.  Complete the activity- email it Miss Mulhern or include it in your envelope at the end of 
the summer.  (Initial here, _______, if you select this option.)  

 
 
 
 
Try to challenge your reading by looking at various genres.  Don’t just pick a genre that you normally 
read- try to stretch your mind by looking at books that you might normally bypass! 
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Week Six: Poetry  
  
Can you believe you have already completed five adventures?  Five down, five to go!  
  
This year, you learned a lot about poetry and wrote some beautiful poems!  This week, I want you to 
focus on looking at poetry again.  This week’s activities will combine reading and writing poetry, because 
good poets are able to dig deep in themselves while digging into other poet’s poems! 
 
 
Reader’s and Writer’s Activity Choices Week Five(pick one & put your initials):  
 

• Read the enclosed poem, “The Stray Dog” by Alice Schertle. In this poem, the speaker is 
wondering about a stray dog she or he knows. She repeats the words “I wonder” several times. 
The speaker’s wonderings give us a clear picture of what the stray dog’s life is like. As you read 
to the poem, think about what the speaker in the poem is wondering about the stray dog. This 
poem is essentially a list poem—a simple form that in this case uses the repeating phrase “I 
wonder.” List poems can be built around various repeating phrases—“I like...,” “I wish...,” and so 
on.  Get inspired and write your won list poem!  Email it to Miss Mulhern at 
thereadingzone@gmail.com  (Initial here, _______, if you select this option.) 

 
• Read the enclosed poem, “Laundromat”, by X.J. Kennedy.  X.J. Kennedy was born right down the 

street in Dover, NJ!  In this poem, we see that writers find poetry in ordinary, everyday events—
even in chores as boring as doing the laundry! Instead of just telling us that the clothes go around 
in circles in the dryer, the poet makes laundry exciting by seeing it and writing about it in an 
unusual way. Think about how the speaker in the poem describes the way the family’s clothes 
twirl and spin around. Kennedy uses metaphor to describe the way the laundry moves, comparing 
it to dancing and playing. Unexpected images are created in your mind. Try this out for yourself! 
Choose an ordinary event and try to describe it in unusual ways, as the poet does in this poem: 
“underwear swirls in a soapy waltz,” “socks leapfrog,” “pants do somersaults,” “bathrobe rock-
and-rolling.” Email it to Miss Mulhern at thereadingzone@gmail.com  (Initial here, _______, if 
you select this option.) 

 
• Go to the library or the bookstore.  Find a book of poetry.  Some great poets to check out are 

Naomi Shihab Nye (“Honeybee” is great!), Tracie Vaughn Zimmer, Nikki Grimes, Kristine 
O'Connell George, Valerie Worth, and J. Patrick Lewis. And Walter Dean Myers.  Flip through 
the book you chose and find a poem that speaks to you.  In your Writer’s Notebook, write the 
name of the poem, the author, and why you like this particular poem.  What about it stands out?  
How do you relate to it?  What do you think it is about? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Week Seven: DNC and RNC  
  

The Democratic National Convention and the Republican National Convention are rapidly approaching.  
The Democrats will meet in Denver later this month, while the Republicans will gather in Minneapolis in 
early September.  With just a few months left until our Presidential  
Election, it’s time for you to learn more about the candidates.  
  
 
Writer’s Activity Choices Week Seven (pick one & put your initials):  

• What do you believe in?  What do you think are the most important issues facing our country right 
now?  What concerns you about this country?  Write your responses to these questions in  your 
writer’s notebook.  (Initial here, _______, if you select this option.)   

 
• Ever imagine what it would be like to be the President of the United States?  Wonder like crazy! 

Let your imagination run wild.  Then, write a few entries (or craft a story) about what you think 
your life would be like if you were the President of the United States, living in the White House 
at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue.  Write like your pencil is on-fire! (Initial here, _______, if you 
select this option.)  

  
  
Reader’s Activity Choices Week Seven: (pick one & initial it):  

• Go online to http://www.demconvention.com/convention-101/ and to  
 http://www.gopconvention.com/about/default.aspx to learn more about the National  
 Conventions. Then, send me an e- mail explaining what you think the differences are 
 between the Democratic and Republican parties conventions based on what you read.     
 EMAIL ME AT thereadingzone@gmail.com.   (Initial here, _______, if you select this  option.)  
 

• Go to the library and check out books on at least two presidents.  Then, write me a letter telling me 
which one you admire more and why.  Be sure that you include at least three things you admire 
about him, based on what you read about his time as president.  (For instance, if I were writing 
about President Johnson, I’d tell you why I admire all of the things he did with regard to the 
passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.)  (Initial here, _______, if you select this option.)  

 
 
A little background- the first national convention was held in 1831 by a political party called the Anti-
Masons.  Members of the party gathered at a restaurant in Baltimore, Md. They ate, talked, and argued.  
By the end of the night they had chosen their candidate for the presidential race.  While their candidate 
did not win, they obviously had a great time and the Democrats decided to meet at the exact same 
restaurant the next year to pick their candidate.  Since then, most political parties have held a national 
convention.  Every four years, representatives of the party (delegates) meet up and choose their 
candidates for president and vice-president.   
 
Make sure you watch a little bit of the convention coverage on the news.  The conventions can get wild!  
The convention helps get everyone excited for the presidential race.  There are live performances, 
speeches, singing, and lots of balloons!  In 1900, two Texans, arguing over a seat, hit each other until one 
of them drew a knife!  So tune in! 
  
 
 
 
 
 



Week Eight: Fiction  
  
We read many short stories at the end of the year.  Some of these included “The Lottery”, “The Jacket”, 
and “School Play”.  This week, adventure-seekers, you will be reading and writing fiction, a genre I know 
we all love.  
  
Writer’s Activity Choices Week Eight (pick one & put your initials):  

• Craft a short story that you would like to publish in a magazine, such as New Moon or Launch Pad.   
EMAIL ME AT thereadingzone@gmail.com or send me your draft at my home address.  (Initial 
here, _______, if you select this option.)   

 
• Scholastic hosts a contest called “Kids As Authors”, which gives children the chance to become 

published authors.              
 -Go to their site to learn more by pointing your browser to     
 http://www.scholastic.com/bookfairs/contest/kaa_about.asp 

   -Start brainstorming ideas by answering some of the questions (listed on the   
   Kids As Authors Website) in your writer’s notebook:  
    Who? Discuss possible characters to include in the story. 
    Where? In what setting does the story take place? Are there   
    a variety of settings involved? 
    When? What is the time period of your story: present day,   
    the future, the past or a combination? 
    What?  What is going to happen in their story? What is the   
    problem or conflict? 
    Why?  What is the purpose of the story: to educate and inform, to  
    entertain, or a combination? What response do you want from the reader: 
    to make them laugh, cry, understand a different view point or opinion? 
    How?  How is the problem or conflict resolved? 
  (Initial here, _______, if you select this option.)  
 
  
 Reader’s Activity Choices Week Eight: (pick one & initial it):  

• Create a mini book club!  Read a fiction text with a parent or sibling.  Make plans to spend some 
one-on-one time with the person you select to discuss the book and your thoughts, reactions, and 
feelings to it.  (Initial here, _______, if you select this option.)  

 
• Read one of Scholastic’s Top Summer Reading Picks.  Here’s an abridged list (the whole list can 

be found online at http://www2.scholastic.com/browse/article.jsp?id=3749301.)  Scroll down to 
the list for grades 3-5 and 6-8 (feel free to choose from either list).  When you’re finished reading 
it, email me a letter essay or book review! (Initial here, _______, if you select this option.) 

  - Good Masters, Sweet Ladies by Laura Amy Schlitz  
  - The Wild Girls by Pat Murphy  
  - The Willoughbys by Lois Lowry 
  - Robot Dreams by Sara Varon.    
  
  
 
 
 
 
 



Weeks Nine and Ten: Summer’s End  
  
Your summer adventure is almost to an end. The next adventure is almost here- SEVENTH GRADE at 
MEMS! It will be different.  A new school, new teachers, new classes, and new friends. You are all such 
smart, smart students. You have stretched yourself; I am proud.   I am proud of the work you did this year 
and I know you will do great things in MEMS! 
  
The last two weeks will be different. The next couple of weeks, I want you to do the following:  
  
IN READING:   
Just read, read, read, read!!! Find those books you love and fall into that wonderful world.  The only thing 
that I ask is that you log the books that you read (in the reading log).  If you need more room, create your 
own reading log on a piece of blank paper.  
 
IN WRITING:   
Make an entry in your writer’s notebook everyday!!! It can be anything you want! Now is the time to live 
your life like a writer! BE THAT PERSON I KNOW YOU CAN BE!!!   
  
  
By August 25th, YOU NEED TO DO THE FOLLOWING:  
-You can scan in your packet and email it to me.  Or you can type up the activities and email them to me 
at thereadingzone@gmail.com 
 
If you would like to snail mail me your completed packet: 
-Put anything/everything that you have done in an envelope!!   
 
  Mail the packet to the following address: 
   Miss Mulhern 
    
    , NJ  
 
 
Seventh Grade Survival Kits will only be mailed to students who turn in a 
packet with at least 50% of the items completed , along with all of the 
supporting materials listed in each week’s challenge (if applicable).  This 
means, you must have completed a reading and writing activity for 5 of 
the weeks.  If the activity required you to write or create something 
(and you did not email it to me that week), make sure you include a copy.   

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Reader’s Response Activities  
  

• Prepare a chart showing the characters, their relationships, and a few biographical facts 
about each.  

• Keep a diary of one of the characters in the story, using the first person.  
• Write a letter to the author of a book you read telling why you liked the book, your favorite 

parts, and what you would have done with the plot.  
• Pretend to be a literary critic and write a review of a book you read. 
• Write a biography of a leading character or person you learned about, using information 

from the book you read.  
• Compare the movie version and the book using a Venn-Diagram.  
• Pretend you are the owner of a toy company and will plan a line of toys (e.g., dolls, board 

games, posters, DVDs, coloring books, etc.) based on the book.  List some of the toys 
you will make, describing them. 

• Put together a collage based on a character or event in the book.  
• Write and illustrate travel brochures based on the adventures of a book character or person 

you read about.   
• Write and publish a book review at BookHooks.com.    
• Write the story in the most compelling way you can on paper the size of a business card. 
• Pick five adjectives for the book or character(s), and explain how they apply. 
• Write a one page "pitch" to a producer explaining why the story would or would not make 

a great movie 
• Design a map of the setting 
• Take a 3x5 card and summarize one important event on one side. On the other, analyze the 

importance of what happened and the reasons it happened. 
• Write about or discuss how the story would differ if the characters were something other 

than they are: a priest, another gender or race, a different age, or social class. 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
   If you choose to do any of these activities, then you MUST print it out or email it me in   
   order to receive your Survival Pack.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Looking For More Things To Do? 
  
Here are some suggestions:  
  
1.  Go to ReadWriteThink’s website and explore all of the reading and writing activities they 
have.  
http://www.readwritethink.org/beyondtheclassroom/summer/grades3_5/  
 
2. Write online book reviews.  Here are some places that will accept quality reviews written by 
kids (i.e., revise and edit).  
 a. BookHooks  
  http://bookhooks.com/write.cfm   
 b. KidsBookshelf  
  http://www.kidsbookshelf.com/index.php?option=com_chrono    
  contact&chronoformname=Submit_Book_Review&Itemid=64   
 
3. Read about new paperback book releases at  
http://www.kidsreads.com/features/NIP_index.asp  
 
4. Check out books that were recently made into movies at  
http://www.kidsreads.com/features/books2movies.asp.    
 
6. Scholastic Stuff:  
 a. Join the Flashlight Readers Book Club  
 -http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/flashlightreaders/K_landingPage.asp   
 
 b. Learn more about authors and illustrators! 
 -http://www.scholastic.com/titles/authors/ 


